GETTING READY FOR WINTER
By Russ Topp, Circuit Rider
I wasn't sure summer would ever end this year. With the one hundred plus degree
weather throughout this summer you might think you would never see cold weather
again. You know what they say about Nebraska, if you don’t like the weather just hang
around a few days. You guessed it, cold weather is just around the corner and by the time
you read this article, it may have already arrived. Once again it’s time to batten down the
hatches for winter.
There are a few things to keep in mind before the cold weather arrives. Well houses are
always a concern. Be sure to check those heaters to make sure they are functioning
properly. It’s not a bad idea to have two sources of heat. In some well houses you may
be using heat lamps as a supplemental heat source. If you use two different sources of
heat, I would recommend wiring them into two different electrical circuits. If for some
reason a fuse or breaker is tripped on one circuit, the other circuit will hopefully keep the
pipes from freezing until your morning rounds. If you are lucky enough to have a
SCADA system that alerts you when the temperature drops in the well house make sure it
is functioning properly.
Now that you have your well houses nice and warm every mouse in the county will try to
take up residence there for the winter. Remember if you have a rodent problem, use glue
traps or snap traps. Stay away from mouse poison. Mouse poison or any kind of
unapproved chemicals are a bad idea in or around wells. If you know where the little
critters are getting into the well house, use some steel wool to plug their holes. Mice
won’t chew through steel wool.
Remember those old fire hydrants that didn’t want to drain back this fall when you
conducted your biannual main flushing? Be sure to check them to see if they are still full
of water. You can use a large nut on the end of a light chain to drop down the barrel of
the hydrant to determine if they are holding water. If they are, you will want to siphon or
pump them dry before they freeze up. Most structure fires happen in the coldest weather,
so make sure your hydrants are functioning properly or bag them if they are not.
Check those main valve boxes that like to fill with gravel, water or both. Try to get these
flushed out before cold weather. Styrofoam valve box plugs are inexpensive and seem to
work well to keep gravel out of the boxes.
Remember the water tower you were trying to keep full last summer? You will probably
need to operate it differently this winter. You may want to move your low water setting
lower to achieve a longer fill cycle. This will allow the well to run longer and pump
more warm water into the tower to help prevent ice build up.
Winter is also a good time to catch up on that dreaded paperwork that there is never time
for in the summer. In between pushing snow, salting streets, scooping sidewalks,

thawing pipes, fixing water main breaks, trying to start equipment in sub zero weather,
you will have plenty of time to send out the cross connection control surveys for the tenth
time, update your emergency plan, prepare your 2 and 10 year plan, write an operation
and maintenance manual and send in your Bacti sample site plan and emergency contact
list. When that's all done you may want to clean up the paperwork in those file cabinets.
Attached you will find the guide lines as to how long records must be kept. If you would
like some help with the paperwork this winter be sure and give us a call.

Recordkeeping Requirements

Item to maintain on record

Time frame

Total coliform bacteria results

Five (5) years

Turbidity records

Five (5) years

Temperature and pH records

Five (5) years

Disinfectant residual records

Five (5) years

Chemical test results

Ten (10) Years

Lead and Copper records

Twelve (12) years

Consumer Confidence Reports (CWS only)

Three (3) years

Actions taken to correct violations

Three (3) years

Sanitary surveys and responses

Ten (10) Years

Records concerning a variance or exemption to the system

Five (5) years

Records relating to an Administrative Order to the system

Five (5) years

Public notices and certification forms

Three (3) years

Written customer complaints

Five (5) years

Water main repair/replacement recordsincluding sampling results & disinfection method

Five (5) years

Chemical usage

Five (5) years

Records of process control results

Five (5) years

Records of test equipment quality assurance and quality control

Five (5) years

Records of cleaning, repair, inspection and coatings on water
storage facilities
Records of Location, Types, Tests, and Repairs of backflow
preventers
Consumer surveys for backflow prevention
Item to be recorded
Well production records
Water level readings (Static, Pumping, Drawdown)

20 Yrs. CWS/NTNC
10 Yrs. TNC
Five (5) years
Five (5) years
Time Frame
Weekly
Monthly (May-Sept)
Quarterly (Oct-April)

