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Water Operator Training 

 

May 10  Eustis 

May 11  Newman Grove 

 

June 10  Sutton 

June 14  Pawnee City 

 

July 12  Chadron 

July 13  Mullen 

July 14  Loup City 

 

August 16 Spencer 

August 17 Wakefield 

 

October 25 Lyons 

October 26 Giltner 

  

December 13 Imperial 

December 14  Red Cloud 

December 22 Wahoo 

 

Wastewater Training 

 

May 11  Newcastle 

May 17  Grand Island/NDEQ 

 

June 7  Ainsworth/NDEQ 

June 8  O’Neill/NDEQ 

June29  Wahoo 

 

July 13  Madison/NDEQ 

 

August 31 Sidney/NDEQ 

 

September 1 Chadron/NDEQ 

 

October 19 Wahoo 

October 20 Wymore 

October 27 Lincoln/NDEQ 

 

November 17 Creighton/NDEQ 

 

December 13 Wahoo 

Backflow Continuing  

Education  Training 

 

May 18   Atkinson 

May 19  Broken Bow 

 

September 21 Falls City 

September 22 York 

September 27 Ord 

    

October 20 South Sioux City    

 

November 10 Wayne 

November 16 North Platte 

November 22 Wahoo 

 

December 13 Mitchell 

December 14 Imperial 

December 15 Cambridge 

December 20 Wahoo 

2011 TRAINING 

Register by phone or online: 

 

800-842-8039 

402-443-5216 

www.nerwa.org 

Wastewater Certification Course 

  

June 14-17  Wahoo 

August 23-26  Wahoo 

November 7-10  Wahoo 

September 21      Trenching & Shoring Wahoo 

 

September 22       Confined Space Entry Wahoo 

 

Western Conference Sept. 13-15 

Gering Civic Center 

Gering, Nebraska 

Grade 6 Backflow Prevention Cross-

Connection Control Course - 5 Day 

 

October 24-28  Wahoo 
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What Are Your Plans This Spring?
By Mike Stanzel, Deputy Circuit Rider

Now that the long winter is finally over, it’s time to 
start thinking about what projects need to be done. I 
am sure a lot of you are going to be busy with getting 
the parks cleaned up and fixing street signs that got 
bent during snow removal. And there is probably a fire 
hydrant or two that got backed into or bent because 
it was hiding in a snow drift. Let’s not forget about 
those of you that have a swimming pool that needs a 
tremendous amount of preparation to get ready for the 
summer season.

A few things that you might want to think about 
on your water system is find out when the last time 
your tank or tower has been cleaned and inspected. 
According to title 179 this needs to be done at least 
every 5 years. There are only a handful of companies 
that do this kind of work and they are busy getting 
everyone scheduled. So now is the time to get them 
called and get on their list.

Another thing to think about is when was the last 
time you did your Cross Connection Control Surveys. 
This is also required every 5 years and for larger 
communities this can be a time consuming task to 
assure every customer completes one.

Also your Emergency Response Plan of Operations 
can easily be overlooked. These need to be updated 
every three years to assure you have the correct 
information on the Mayor, Board Chairmen, County 
Sherriff. etc. I have a list of all ERPs that expire in 
2011 and am willing to assist you on getting these 
updated.

Hydrant flushing is another thing that most systems 
do in the spring. Be sure to notify the customers in 
advance when this takes place to avoid complaints 
and calls to the city office.

You should also check your records to find out when 
the DHHS did your last Sanitary Survey. Community 

systems get inspected every three years and if you plan 
ahead you can get the simple things done in order to 
avoid getting a violation. We would be happy to assist 
any system in getting prepared for your upcoming 
survey.

As for us, we are going to be busy this spring 
performing leak detection in numerous towns, as well 
as getting the hydraulic valve exerciser around to 
towns that had requested to borrow it. 

If you would like to get on this list to have a leak 
survey done or borrow the valve exerciser, please let 
us know. We are here to assist at all times. In closing 
have a safe and happy spring!
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Do I Have A Water Leak 
Or A Revenue Leak
By Randy Hellbusch, Circuit Rider

NeRWA conducts many water leak audits annually.  
Often times leaks are found that were not surfacing 
or were not detected for some reason.  There are 
times when no leaks are found.  Often times when 
the water system contacts us, they will explain that 
they are losing a large percentage of the water they 
are producing, pumping, buying etc.  A good rule of 
thumb is to start looking for a leak when 15% or more 
of the water produced is unaccounted for.  

This is where good recordkeeping is essential.  A 
month or two of records may not tell the story.  Even 
a year’s worth of records may not be adequate.  
The past few years we have seen major changes in 
weather patterns.  5 or 6 years ago we were having 
drought issues and water consumption was quite 
high.  The past couple of years have been quite the 
opposite.  Many systems are seeing revenue short 
falls due to wet weather and low water consumption.  
If the water system has good records of water sold vs. 
water produced, it makes it much easier to determine 
what may be causing the leak or if there is a leak at 
all.   Thus the question:  Do I have a water leak or a 
revenue leak?

If water sold figures are down and production seems 
to be staying fairly steady, it may be a meter issue.  
Then we need to look at the billing statistics.  Is 
there perhaps a large user whose bill has been down 
recently?  Often times it is beneficial to first look at 
the larger meters in the system.  With good records it 

is possible to see exactly when the problem started.  
If the gap is increasing gradually, it may be that old 
meters throughout the system are the culprit.  AWWA 
recommends that residential meters be checked every 
10 yrs. or 1.5 million gals.  Water meters are the 
system’s cash register.  If a business person suspected 
that his cash register was cheating him, how long 
do you think it would take him to get it replaced?  
It is essential that water systems are being run like 
a business.  Costs are constantly increasing for 
running small water systems due to regulations, fuel, 
electricity, etc.  If you suspect you may have a water 
leak or a revenue leak give NeRWA a call and we will 
be glad to assist you.  

CONSTANTLY STRIVING TO 
PROVIDE MORE SERVICES 

TO OUR MEMBERS

NeRWA is always looking for new and better 
ways to serve our membership. In sticking 
with this philosophy, we recently purchased 
a HURCO SD800 Spin Doctor Hydraulic 
valve exerciser.  It is something we have 
had many requests for over the past few 
years.  Valve exercising is one of the most 
important maintenance procedures a system 
can perform, yet is often the most neglected.  
Face it, manually turning valves is a very 
strenuous, time consuming and difficult 
task. NeRWA field staff will stay on site and 
assist with the use of the valve exerciser just 
as we do with any other aspect of technical 
assistance. A nominal fee will however be 
required to insure that the equipment is kept 
properly maintained.   



Page 8 NeRWa



Issue 2/2011 Page 9

Association Update – Spring 2011
By Salli Kemerling, Office Manager

The NeRWA Annual Conference was held March 21-
23 in Columbus.  We had a record attendance of 558.  I 
think this was the best conference yet.  

As most of you know by now, this was our last 
conference in Columbus, at least for the next three 
years.  NeRWA has enjoyed over 25 years in Columbus 
and it will be hard to leave.  It was easy holding the 
conference in Columbus each year – they knew how we 
wanted everything set up and everything was always 
ready for us when we arrived.  We will have some new 
challenges next year with the new facility and staff.  

We received a lot of feedback from attendees during 
and after this year’s conference.  The majority of 
comments reflected positive comments about the 
move to Grand Island and most indicated they will be 

attending the Grand Island conference.

Thanks to all who supported NeRWA and attended the 
conference this year.  Special thanks to all our Gold, 
Silver, and Bronze exhibitors. Their generosity really 
helps with the conference cost.  We hope to see all of 
you in Grand Island.  

Also, we will not have the Utility Expo in Fremont this 
year.  It is being combined with the annual conference 
at the Heartland Event Center in Grand Island.  

With the Spring Conference wrapped up, we now look 
ahead to the Fall Conference in Gering September 13-
15.  Watch in our magazine and on our website for 
more complete details.
  



Page 10 NeRWa

Be sure to mark your calendar... 

 

Nebraska Rural Water Association’s 

Annual Conference and Utility Expo 

will be held at the 

Heartland Event Center 

In Grand Island, Nebraska. 

 

The Midtown Holiday Inn room block is  

now open.  Room block expires on 3/4/12. 

Call for reservations: 

308-384-1330 

March 19-21, 2012 
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Last Call For Chemical Feed Pump Training
By Doug Buresh, Technical Training Specialist

By the time this issue of “Good Water News” is 
distributed, twenty of the twenty-four chemical 
feed pump training classes will be history. Classes 
remaining on the schedule include Mullen on May 
4, Sutherland on May 10, Bridgeport on May 17 and 
Hemingford on May 19. We are also considering 
holding another class at the NeRWA office in Wahoo.   

Attendance has been fairly decent despite some 
winter weather issues encountered. There was an ice 
storm in Pawnee City, some snow for the Wakefield, 
Polk, Minden and Overton classes and it was colder 
than a well driller’s you know what in Wilber, a pretty 
typical Nebraska winter. It seemed like it was a long 
winter, but not nearly as bad as it was a year ago.     

For those who have not heard, the Nebraska Rural 
Water Association has a contract with the State of 
Nebraska to provide this free chemical feed pump 
training for licensed water operators. It is sponsored 
by the Nebraska DHHS Division of Public Health and 
funded through the Operator Expense Reimbursement 
Grant. The class is good for five hours of continuing 
education for water operators grades 1-4 and 
wastewater operators grades 1-4. Eligible water 
systems in Nebraska will also receive a Stenner 17 
gpd chemical feed pump and a Hach chlorine pocket 
colorimeter at no cost. 

Eligible water systems include community and non-
community, non-transient systems serving 3,300 or 
fewer persons. A licensed water operator must attend 
the class for their system to receive this equipment. 
Each eligible system can only receive one pump and 
one colorimeter. Operators in charge of more than one 
system must attend one class for each system they 
operate to receive the equipment for each of those 
systems.                                                                                                    

Under the contract, NeRWA will distribute up to 400 
pumps and colorimeters. DHHS has identified 343 
systems in need of emergency chlorination equipment 

or having coliform issues during the past year and 
a half. A pump and a colorimeter are available for 
each of these priority systems, but an operator must 
attend a class in order to receive them. Not all of the 
priority systems have had operators attend classes 
yet.  The remaining 47 pumps and colorimeters will 
also be given to other systems serving a population of 
under 3,300 and whose operators attend a class. This 
equipment will be given out on a first come, first serve 
basis.  

Consider this last call to attend a chemical feed pump 
class. The program will be ending soon. By attending, 
operators can obtain five hours of free continuing 
education credit for both water and wastewater, 
about $600 worth of free chlorination equipment 
for their eligible water system, and the class is even 
good for Operator Reimbursement Grants for 
travel expenses. Except for lunch on your own, did 
I mention this is all FREE of charge? 

As stated earlier, if there is enough interest in it, 
we are considering holding another chemical feed 
pump class at the NeRWA office in Wahoo to give 
everyone one last chance. This would be in late May 
or early June. Please give me a call at 402-480-3596 
if interested. 

Thanks to all who have attended classes. Hope you all 
have benefited from them in some way. I know that 
I have learned something new at nearly every single 
class. Special thanks to the communities of Pawnee 
City, Springfield, Wilber, Denton, Dwight, Wakefield, 
Waterloo, Polk, Clay Center, Madison, Minden, 
Overton, Shelton, Burwell , Shickley, Ainsworth, 
Monroe, Niobrara, Indianola, Mullen, Sutherland, 
Bridgeport and Hemingford and their operators and 
other employees for hosting  these classes. 
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Help Wanted
By Barney Whatley, Capacity Development Specialist

I need some help on a problem that is only marginally 
related to the job I perform.  A lot of my travel these 
days is to water systems for the purpose of collecting 
information from Clerks and Operators and also 
presenting that information to Boards and Councils.  
I still teach backflow classes for the Association 
around the state as well.  With the economy in the 
condition it is in and with gas prices seeming to 
be ready to go through the roof, I decided that it 
was not real economical to drive a van around the 
state for the purpose of meeting with Councils and 
Boards.  In October of last year, my wife and I went 
shopping for a car for me to use at work when I did 
not need to haul a lot of stuff.  We would keep the 
van for classes and conferences, but we decided that 
I needed something with better gas mileage for other 
trips.  

We settled on a Ford Focus, and purchased it one 
Saturday morning.  I drove it to work on Monday 
morning, and by Tuesday afternoon it had a cracked 
windshield on the passenger side.  The dealer told 
me it was obviously from a rock, and therefore not 
covered under the new car warranty.  My insurance 
has a $500 deductible, and the windshield would be 
less than that to replace, so I decided to live with it 
until summer or the crack started causing interference 
with my ability to see the road.

All was well for a month or so, and then I was forced 
to drive in an ice storm on my way home from a 
meeting.  I was tooling down the interstate at a 
rather sedate speed (for me at least), when I came up 
behind a state truck sanding the left lane.  I was over 
in the right lane when a semi passed me and threw 
some gravel at me as he went by the sand truck.  
Now I have a small crack in the driver’s side of the 
windshield to match the large one on the passenger’s 
side.  The driver’s side crack started to spread, but 
was moving up the windshield rather than across it 
so I decided to try to live with it until the weather 

was such that road sanding would be over for the 
year.

Last month my wife discovered that one of the fog 
light lenses on the Focus was shattered.  The bulb 
was still functioning, but the protective lens was 
gone, and it was just a matter of time until the bulb 
would be broken as well.  I was unable to purchase 
a replacement lens from the auto parts store, and 
the only way to repair it was to get the part from 
the dealer.  The dealer only sells the fog light as a 
complete unit, so $69 later the fog light is once again 
whole.

Last week I discovered a small crack just below the 
large crack on the passenger’s side of the windshield, 
but so far that one does not seem to be growing.  I 
am almost afraid to examine any of the glass on the 
car too carefully anymore for fear of what I will find.

Now we get to the help I need.  I know that somewhere 
on this car there is a rock magnet.  The dealer says 
there is no such thing, but I know better.  Does 
anyone out there know where it is hidden and how 
to remove it?  I am 
afraid to replace the 
windshield until I 
find and remove 
it because I know 
it will just attract 
another rock and I 
will be right back 
where I am now.  
Water operators are 
a crafty and skillful 
group, so I am sure 
someone out there 
can help me with 
this dilemma.

PITTSBURG
TANK & TOWER

MAINTENANCE CO., INC.

 SAVE!
We have a crew in

YOUR AREA!
 Inspections Repair New & Used Tanks
 Wet In Service Cleaning  Relocation Elevated
 Dry Paint Erectors Underground
 ROV Insulation Dismantles Ground Storage
 (Robotic) API Mixing System

ROV inspections can be viewed on 
TV console during inspection & DVD 
provided. All inspections include 
bound reports, recommendations and 
cost estimates.

Hugh McGee
270-826-9000 Ext. 330

www.watertank.com

527740_Pittsburg.indd   1 4/15/11   9:40:35 PM



It's a Small World
By Mike Lucas, Sourcewater Specialist

This is a summary of an article I read in the March 
2011 “Groundwater Guardian Update” which quoted 
Wayne K. Roustan of the Sun Sentinel on March 19, 
2011.  I thought it was really interesting and worth 
sharing.

Japan’s earthquake was so powerful that it actually 
sent ripples through South Florida’s underground 
water supply.  Sensitive groundwater gauges used 
by the South Florida Water Management District 
to monitor regional water resources  were placed 
between 400 and 2,000 feet deep in the Florida aquifer 
and recorded unusual activity about 30 minutes after 
the 9.0 tremor rumbled across northeastern Japan on 
March 11.  The water level fluctuated about 3 inches 

over a two hour period, according to the recordings.

It’s a small world, isn’t it! 

Engineering | Architecture | Surveying | Planning
www.jeo.com
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Meter Accuracy
By Russ Topp, Circuit Rider

How does your water system pay for operation and 
maintenance costs, repairs and capital improvements? 
The answer should be from the revenue generated 
from water sales. What determines how much water 
is sold to your customers? The answer to that question 
should be the water meter. Perhaps the most important 
and the most neglected part of your system is the 
water meter.
 
With budgets getting tighter and tighter, most water 
systems are becoming aware that water loss adds up 
to money loss and are conducting water audits and 
leak detection to see exactly where their water is 
going. Some systems are surprised to find they are 
losing a lot of water, but there are no water leaks to be 
found. One place the water could be going is through 
the meter without being registered. How old are your 
meters and when was the last time, if ever, have they 
been tested? American Water Works Association 
recommends that 5/8” brass body residential meters 
be tested at least every 10 years, ¾” at least every 8 
years, 1” at least every 6 years, and 2” at least every 
4 years. If you have high iron and manganese they 
suggest testing twice as often. If your meters haven’t 
been tested recently, you may want to consider starting 
a meter maintenance program. A good way to start 
a meter maintenance program may be to purchase a 
case of new meters, replace some of the old meters 
you suspect may not be accurate, and have the old 
meters tested. 
 
Even if the meters are accurate, it doesn’t mean 
everything is fine. The outside remote readout may 
be the next problem. The newer direct read meters 
have the technology to read directly to the head of 
the meter. This technology takes one major water loss 
factor out of the equation. If you are still using the 
old pulse type meters that send a pulse to an outside 
reader, I can almost guarantee you that not all the 
water is being recorded. This old technology was a 
huge labor saver at the time but the outside readers 
do not always register a pulse from the meter. If 

you have these types of outside readers, you should 
always set the remote reader to the same reading as 
the actual meter inside the house. If this was done 
when the meters were installed originally, it is very 
easy to see how much water went through the meter 
without being registered by the outside remote reader. 
You just subtract the outside reader from the actual 
meter. If the readings are the same, then the outside 
reader has worked flawlessly. Most outside pulse 
remote readers were installed without corresponding 
with the inside meter. If this is the case you, will need 
to set the outside readout to the same reading as the 
inside meter and give it a few months. Then check to 
see if it is working properly. I know you can send a 
pulse from a battery to see if the readout will accept a 
pulse but it is difficult to know if the meter is sending 
a good enough pulse to get the remote to work. 
  
Nebraska Rural Water Association has approximately 
1,345 residential meters in our database.  Below is 
the water use homes should average per month over 
a year:

Average water use for 1 person in the household is 6,745 
gallons.                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Average water use for 2 people in the household is 
10,098 gallons.  

Average water use for 3 people in the household is 
12,376 gallons.

Average water use for 4 people in the household is 
11,836 gallons.

Average water use for 5 people in the household is 
13,812 gallons.

If you have customers using noticeably less than these 
amounts, this would be a good time to start your meter 
maintenance program. As always if you would like 
assistance from Nebraska Rural Water Association, 
please give us a call.
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Spring Break!
By Jim Heyen, Wastewater Technician

My wife and I were surfing the web to find things to 
do in Vegas (when our money ran out on the gambling 
floor) and found Ethel M’s Botanical Gardens and of 
course chocolate shop.

The chocolate shop was interesting and tasty!  My 
favorite is rich dark chocolate but would have to say 

the pecan 
brittle was 
buttery, crisp 
and sweet.

Okay, so why 
am I sharing 
about one of 
my vacation 
sightseeing 
spots?  This 

place had the 
most amazing wastewater treatment facility!  After 
33 years in the business, even when I am on vacation 
I’m visiting wastewater treatment plants!  This place 
made our must see list!

The treatment facility was called a “Living Machine”.  
The plant recycles 100 percent of the chocolate 
factory’s wastewater without using any chemicals.

The eco-friendly system uses an aerated pond, using 
bacteria, algae, protozoa, snail and fish, to breakdown 
the waste then 
the water is 
used for drip 
irrigation on 
the plants in 
the garden.

Behind the 
aerating pond, 
a wetland was 
created using 

plant vegetation allowing nutrient removable.

The ponds attract many of the birds that inhabit 
the gardens which contain more than 350 different 

cactus and 
s u c c u l e n t 
species. 

In a time 
where we 
are looking 
at using less 
c h e m i c a l s 
and more 
green effects 
to manage 

our waste, this plant was ahead of the curve.

Prestressed Concrete
Water Storage Tanks

913-681-6006
www.natgun.com
Dave Ornduff, Regional Manager

Sustainable Inf rast ructure

A  D i v i s i o n  O f  D N  Ta n k s

Sustainable_BCA_Color_CouncilBluffsIATanks:BCA_NewFormat  2/16/2011  2:07 PM  Page 1
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One Last Hurrah at  
Columbus 2011 Annual Conference

By Charles Bausch, Training Specialist

The 33rd NeRWA Annual Conference in Columbus once 
again proved to be a great place for Nebraska water 
and wastewater system personnel to experience the 
many facets of their industry. Attendees experienced 
training sessions, viewed equipment exhibits, made 
new friends or just caught up with old ones. A crowd 
of over 540 persons attended the conference on March 
21-23, 2011 at the New World Inn in Columbus. 

Monday morning, March 21, began with registration 
and the set-up of exhibits and displays. This year the 
conference was able to accommodate 55 exhibitors, 
including several first-time exhibitors.  Traffic through 
the exhibit area was steady throughout the conference 
as attendees took advantage of the opportunity to check 
out new product displays and to do some shopping for 
their utilities.  NeRWA would like to say thank you 
to all the exhibitors for their participation.  You help 
provide a great experience for conference attendees.

Conference training sessions on Monday afternoon 
were in the Courtyard area which is the best place 
to accommodate the large crowd of attendees.  First 
day sessions have traditionally been well attended 
in the past and this was again true in 2011.  Charles 
Bausch opened the day with a short welcome speech 
about taking back your customers by promoting 
your water system. This theme revolved around the 
damage the bottled water companies have done to 
customers’ confidence in the public water system. 
Jack Daniel of NDHHS provided the Nebraska Water 
System Regulatory Update, followed by the USDA 
Land Condemnation, presented by Richard Keith of 
USDA and William Blake of Baylor Evnen.  Dave 
Taladay and Emily Bausch of SENDD presented 
Development District Assistance where Dave showed 
all the different hats a development district wears to 
help a community with a project. The next session of 
the day was Alternate Funding Sources presented by 
Mary Schroer of NDEQ, and Steve McNulty and Kris 
Luebbe from NDHHS. This session showed operators 

what money was available for this year’s projects. The 
final session, Working with Contractors presented by 
Matt Thurlby from OSHA, was not only educational 
but very entertaining. Matt talked about how to handle 
contractors doing work for you in your utility system. 
He also talked about trench safety and judging an 
unsafe work scene. Once sessions were concluded 
the Monday night social hour started, followed by an 
excellent meal and the day ended with game night.  
Game night gave attendees a chance to win tickets for 
some very nice prizes, such as a Kindle, a portable 
DVD player and a cordless drill, just to name a few.   

Tuesday was again our biggest day for attendance.  
Conference attendees were able to choose from a 
variety of training sessions. Tuesday and Wednesday’s 
schedules were designed for operators to pick and 
choose what sessions they want to attend from four 
concurrent sessions. All of the sessions were designed 
to provide continuing education re-certification hours 
for water, wastewater and backflow. 

The highlight of each Annual Conference is the 
banquet and awards ceremony held on Tuesday 
evening.  Following another delicious meal, awards 
were presented as follows:  Winner of the Best 
Tasting Water Contest was the Village of Trenton 
represented by Joe Cole.  The Village of Trenton’s 
water will now be entered in the National Best Tasting 
Water competition sponsored by the National Rural 
Water Association.  NDHHS personnel presented two 
Water Operators of the Year Awards. One award 
went to Jack Cordes of the City of Scribner and the 
other to Robert (Bob) G. Curry of Johnson Co. RWD 
#1.  Congratulations to these individuals and systems 
for their excellent work. The evening concluded with 
a very funny and entertaining comic performance by 
Chris Barnes.

Many people were on hand at 7:00 a.m. for Wednesday 
morning’s complimentary buffet breakfast and 
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followed by NeRWA’s Annual Business meeting.  
Twenty great training sessions were well attended 
in the morning and afternoon on Wednesday.  Raffle 
prize winners were announced at the noon luncheon. 
By 3:00 p.m. all sessions were finished and the process 
of loading up for the trip home began as attendees, 
exhibitors and presenters said goodbye one final time 
to Columbus and to another great conference. 

NeRWA is once again grateful to everyone who works 
to make the conference a success.  Among these are 
the exhibitors who add so much to the total conference 
experience.  Special thanks to the Gold Exhibitors, 
who made cash donations of $500 or more:  Bartlett 
& West Engineers, HD Supply, Municipal Supply, 
Sargent Drilling, Utility Service Inc., and Lincoln 
Winwater.  Special thanks also to the Silver Exhibitors 
(cash donations of $300 or more):  Maguire Iron, Inc., 
Miller & Associates, and JEO Consulting. Finally a 
special thanks to our Bronze Exhibitor (cash donation 
of $100) Team Laboratory. 

NeRWA is also appreciative of the expertise of all 

those who prepared and delivered presentations.  
While some training sessions are old favorites that 
seem to be repeated year after year, there were a 
variety of new topics and new presenters at the 2011 
Conference.  NeRWA strives to provide training that 
challenges operators and other utility personnel, 
provides new ways to solve problems and provides 
timely information. Each and every presenter, and 
they are too numerous to name here, did their best to 
provide quality information to those in attendance.

Once again some sessions may have been crowded 
this year.  However, the move to Grand Island’s 
Heartland Event Center in 2012 should alleviate this 
problem with larger rooms for sessions and exhibits.  
It has been observed that people attend the Annual 
Conference for a variety of reasons - for the exhibits, 
for meeting with friends and acquaintances, and for 
training.  NeRWA thanks all of you who attended the 
conference this year from villages, cities and water 
and wastewater systems throughout the state.  We look 
forward to seeing you again in 2012 at Grand Island.  
Remember the Holiday Inn block is open so get your 
reservations in early as this block will soon fill up!
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Just a reminder
the chemical feed pump classes are 
coming to an end. the last two in may 
are the 17th in Bridgeport and 19th in 
Hemingford. there will be at least one 
more in June for those who missed any 
of the other classes.

these classes were held for the purpose 
of giving a chlorine pump and a residual 
tester to eligible systems for no cost to 
the system. all that was required was a 
licensed water operator from that eligible 
system to attend the 5-hour class and he 
would receive one of each. total value of 
both being approximately $600.

think of what a great value and benefit 
this is for your system - attending a class 
and getting all that free equipment.  if 
you were one of those who missed the 
class, you still have a chance to attend. 
Let doug Buresh (402-480-3596) know 
as soon as possible if you are interested 
or to check if you are eligible so he can 
set up a class/classes in June for those 
who still would like to attend and receive 
their free equipment.
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The Village of Swanton is Our Wellhead 
Protection "Spotlight Community"

By Mike Lucas, Sourcewater Specialist

The Village of Swanton is a warm and friendly 
community of 131 residents in southern Saline 
County. The Chairman of the Village Board said that 
it is a privilege to serve this community.  The system 
is served by two wells.  Well #1 was drilled in 1936 
and well #2 was drilled in 1981.  The elevated storage 
tank has approximately 35,000 gallons of storage.  
There are 7 business and 58 residential non-metered 
service connections.  The local COOP is the largest 
water consumer.   

Nitrate contamination of the drinking water has 
become a concern.  Nitrate concentrations have 
fluctuated but have generally increased over the past 
10 years by approximately 2 milligrams per liter 
(mg/l).  Certified laboratory tests currently reflect 
concentrations ranging between 7 and 9 mg/l.  The 
present EPA drinking water maximum contaminant 
level (mcl) for nitrates is 10 mg/l.  If the current trend 

continues, the EPA nitrate maximum mcl will be 
exceeded in less than 10 years.  The Village Board 
recognized the problem, discussed their concerns and 
are responsibly addressing the issue with an annually 
reviewed wellhead protection area management plan. 
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Trenton Water Department Brings Home 
Top Honors in Best Tasting Water Contest

By Charles Bausch, Training Specialist

Bragging rights for the “Best Drinking Water” in the 
State were on the line Tuesday afternoon, March 22th 
at the Nebraska Rural Water Association’s Annual 
Conference.  The Village of Trenton took home 
the top award that evening, being judged the best 
drinking water by a panel of four judges representing 
different sectors of the drinking water industry.  
Joe Cole, Utility Superintendent for the Village of 
Trenton was presented a first place plaque at the 
conference’s annual banquet. 

The Village of Trenton is now set to compete in the 
National Rural Water Association’s Great American 
Water Taste Test.  This event will be held February 
2012 in Washington, DC as part of the 2012 Rural 

Water Rally.  The Rally is a chance for small and 
rural water systems to take their message to Congress 
and assure support of the rural water programs that 
benefit Nebraska’s small, rural communities and 
those communities all across the United States.  
Trenton will compete against all 50 states’ winners 
of their local contests for bragging rights for the best 
tasting water in the USA.

Congratulations to Joe Cole and the Village of 
Trenton for earning the title of “Best Drinking Water” 
in Nebraska and good luck in the National Contest!



The 2011 directory is now available.  If 
you would like 
one or more, 
contact the 
NeRWA office 
to get on the 
list.

800-842-8039
402-443-5216

You can also 
email Salli or 

Carol:

salli@nerwa.org
carol@nerwa.org

They will be either mailed or dropped off 
by one of the field staff if they are in your 
area.

WATER WORKS BRASS
AND PIPELINE PRODUCTS

Nebraska Rural Water 1/4 page

The Ford Meter Box Company, Inc.
http://www.fordmeterbox.com

260-563-3171
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And the Winners Are......

Conference attendees filled out and turned in 202 
evaluations this year.  That was a great response.  
Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts.

The evaluations contained lots of ideas and suggestions.  
The things liked most were being able to interact with 
other water operators, the sessions, all the information 
available and visiting the vendors and exhibits.  The 
thing that was liked the least was the fact that it was too 
crowded.  The majority of the general comments were 
positive reactions to the conference.  There were also a 
variety of suggestions.  Your responses will help us in 
planning for the 2012 Conference.

If you are interested in seeing the summary of the 
Conference evaluations, you can find it on our website: 
nerwa.org

And the winners are:  
John Huff from the City of Randolph was 
drawn as the winner of the Kindle for turning 
in his evaluation.  

Also, Layne Western gave a Cabela’s gift card 
to be given away.  Justin Albers of the City of 
Schuyler won it.  Congratulations to both of the 
winners! 
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Nebraska Rural Water Association
3390 Ponderosa 

Wahoo, NE 68066

Sensus Meters & AMR Equipment American Darling Valve & Hydrants
Smith-Blair Clamps & Couplings JM Manufacturing PVC Pipe
Ford Meter Box Company PVC Round Meter Boxes
Febco Backflow Devices Hymax Couplings & EZ-Max Repair Clamps
Tyler Fittings & Valve Boxes Contech Construction Products
Griffin Ductile Iron Pipe Cherne Testing Equipment
AY McDonald Curb Boxes  Live Tapping Services
Uni-Flange Adapter Flanges PW Eagle PVC Pipe
Megalug Mechanical Joint Restraint Mueller Gas Distribution Products
Star Pipe Products ADS HDPE Corrugated Pipe

10707 S. 149th Street
Omaha, Nebraska

601 NW 27th Street
Lincoln, Nebraska


